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In the past 20 years, China’s rapid economic
development has seen the gradual implementation of
education reform and the recognition of students’
basic rights to receive education. Resource allocation
has changed in a fundamental way so that the primary
focus is no longer on material support but the schools’
teaching quality. Starting from last year, we have
been gradually developing multipurpose educational
aid, extending our support from school building to
various areas. Over the year, we have achieved a
satisfactory result of raising over HK$29 million.
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We strive to provide assistance for retarded and disabled children so that
they can learn and live easier, and we also upgrade the facilities of orphan
schools to improve the teaching standards. Teachers are given dedicated
trainings in order to strengthen their abilities to educate and take care of
special students.

L.
Cai Xiang Jing
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Sowers Action Yunnan Project Office
Project Officer

In December 2011, our working group paid the first visit to the school for
special education in Baoshan City. When entering into the class named Pui
Chi 2nd, we were instantly surrounded by seven to eight lovely children.
Among the students, Mr. Lai the class teacher found that Xiao Hung, a
female student of his class, was sitting alone at the corner. He came closer
to her and tried to talk to her. Much to his surprise Hung suddenly burst into
tears and cried, “Daddy! Daddy!”

Our working group later knew that many of the students come from remote
towns in the rural areas. They could only saw their parents twice per year
during the summer and winter holidays.
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In April this year, our group re-visited the school and demonstrated the
“Adventure Education” tool for the class. In just a few minutes, most of the
children were captured by the opening and the toys, except Xiao Hong, who
remained alone, staring at the door and ignoring both the teachers and
classmates. After some time, however, she started to pay attention to the
class and even smiled when she saw her classmates hit the targets. After
finishing one to two activities, Hung put up her hand up and said, “l want to
join too!”

Her move certainly surprised the teaching staff. They never imagined that the
activities of special education could achieve such a result. Mr. Chiu said that
their teachers had the potential to do it. But they were transferred from
grammar schools with no knowledge of special education. And with little or
no exchange opportunities with other schools, they failed to grasp the
essence and method of special education.

Our program provides adequate training for the teachers on special
education, including basic theory, special children growth and development
needs and evaluation and assessment, as well as rehabilitation and early
treatments, with an aim to satisfy the special needs of different students.

In the rural areas, there are many lonely children like Hung, in need of help,
while many teachers are working hard to provide better education for
children. Teachers training can give them a chance to meet each other.

A good teacher may impact thousands of children’s lives. To make special
education better, it is time for us to act with love.
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Provided pre-school, junior and high school traml
for over 11,000 participants

China’s education is facing many challenging problems, including children
with single parents, minority children and stay-behind children due to the
imbalance of rural and urban development. In view of this, we try to provide
all-rounded training program for teachers, from basic knowledge, teaching
method to mental health, so that they can in turn solve their students’
problems better.
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Sowers Action Yunnan Project Office
Project Officer

“Whenever | miss my parents | take a look at their photos.”

“My parents never ring me up. It's just me calling them.”

“There are so many things | want to say, but no one to hear me out.”
These were the words | heard so often when we paid our group visits in
Yunnan.

When a teacher told the story of an orphaned child whose father was killed
in a traffic accident, several other teachers at the forum were almost
reduced to tears. Then, there was a teacher who shared how she
communicated with the children in the most direct way. She said, “There is
no way other than love.”
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It therefore becomes our concern that: how can we provide adequate
counseling to children, so that they can learn and grow better? As teachers
play a hugely important role in children’s school life, we believe that children
stand a better chance to lead a happier life if teachers are knowledgeable
about psychology and can provide professional counseling and emotional
support to them. Thus, since 2011, we have launched a teaching training
program on mental health in Baoshan and Zhaotong City in Yunnan, Santai
County in Mianyang, and Guanghan City in Sichuan. It introduces teachers
to the basics of mental health education, students’ most common metal
problems and the supports for teachers’ career development, with an aim to
create a positive, energetic and healthy learning environment for children in
the rural areas.

The program has been running for over a year. Some teachers said that
many underprivileged students act extremely and have low self-esteem, even
though they perform well academically. The training allows them to know
how their students feel: it's a kind of loneliness that is beyond the
understanding of well-off students. Teachers also learn how to read their
students’ minds not just by verbal communication, but by observing their
behaviors as well.

Whenever we look into the children’s innocent eyes, sensing their inner
worries and concerns, we can't help but find our hearts aching. Is love the
only way out? Yes, we need love, but we also need professional knowledge.
Only with your participation, more and more children in the rural areas can
receive education aid and hope for a better future.



