BAT  RELUBSLDARNEBEMEE LS
ERUSTMABHERARE - HAEFN
PESHATBESPERERE  EPRBL
MENSERERER BB R EEME
FHESENRPREE

AEm)IBRILERBAMNAHE - SRENEE
F)GREMRIZ K - BBABER DM THE
e FNRAMZE - HEMEX2EBHOEBEIE - R
BREMBTEEBERMEST - BRER/N
ERF - BEALERE - MEEE MRS
HEER  DEENFENEMZEZTFFERS -

&GS - —HAR [EER] OEG  /V
HEaEELABERUEE T T A HENS
B RERABTIEARLZRENESE  T1b
ARXEFEUNBRELE  BEEELRZ
RARLH - BHEEMEKR T [HIAKRNE
] - EEEFHME—— R Eh  ZEIER
BEZZE AR ZEIRNETIH  MED ST

[

T LLEE LU

EL A Bl
Student Sponsorship

ALEFEGENNEAE24 N - HIPAETITAN - " A
4,980 \ov KE 4230 A

Sponsoteéd 24 primary school students, 777 junior
school students, 4,980 high school students and 230
university students this year

Nowadays, many students in the rural areas still cannot pursue further
education due to poverty, and the situation is particular severe for high
school and tertiary education. Therefore, we encourage high school students
to work hard by providing sponsorship for the daily expense and school fee
for their four-year university studies, so that more and more of them can
finish tertiary education.
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Li Yi Ying
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Sowers Action Yunnan Project Office
Administrative Assistant

Xiaoyu (pseudonym), a high school girl in Butuo County, Liangshan Yi
Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan, is a hard-working student like others. But
unlike other city students, Xiaoyu never complained about the heavy
workload. She clearly understood that she is very lucky comparing with other
girls in her village as she had a chance to receive education in a proper
classroom.

There is an ethnic custom there called “Wa Wa Qin” (meaning child
marriage). Girls are raised for marriage and to give birth to babies. Many of
these families cannot afford to provide education for their daughters. Besides
gender discrimination, their parents have already treated them as “married
women” even at an early age. In this county, very few girls can complete
secondary school education and close to none can graduate from high
school.
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That is why Xiaoyu found herself lucky. At the time when Xiaoyu's family
faced financial problems and thought of terminating her education, we took
the initiative and supported her with an annual subsidy of RMB1,000, so that
she could continue her education without worrying about her daily expenses.

It is not a large amount of subsidy in terms of the relatively high living
standard of this county. But Xiaoyu could feel that the society was giving her
a helping hand and she succeed in persuading her parents to let her to
continue studying. This gave her some much-needed confidence and
encouragement.

Our aid cannot solve all her problems; she has to rely on her own to achieve
a better life. But our care is an important reason for her to keep going.
When we asked whether she would strive to complete high school or even
university, she smiled and nodded, looking strong and determined.
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