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Walking Along with the Orphans
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Reconstructing dangerous and substandard school buildings has long been
an urgent issue, and with the completion of new buildings, related facilities
have to be upgraded as well. With the implementation of education reform,
we now focus on reconstructing central schools and nine year schools of
larger scales, as well as related facilities including dormitories, canteens and
laboratories.
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Lee Lok Sum
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Sowers Action Volunteer

Several years ago, a monk called Huadan started to let orphans on the
streets to stay at his temple. With villagers bringing in more and more
orphans, those who stayed in his temple increased, posing a huge burden
for him. He, however, never thought of giving up and even wanted to offer
them basic education. With the help of some generous people, Huadan
bought a deserted warehouse nearby and turned it into what is now the
orphan school.

Sowers Action Annual Report 2011-2012 - 27
HETH _T——F2_T—_FFR



Our

Services
A o B
[ 4

iR BERERENRIEEHRR 8
Fi2%  BERE R - REENEKIRE
BEREME/NE - = FEEZFRE—RK:
MAEBBNTA BRRAMME: REEBXR
K BREREFHHK: REBE - b TR
FREE  REDGEMAMEE RARR  TT
“TZEMNRR ZFMAEBELREIRE

MERZ - BENETRIMEFTRE - IR
A2 EIREX - ARfPImEREBRIERF
R RERBEA - TEARMMER=X
RTEMMFRAERRERFY - KEEH
EFLHANGHEEFL/NH - FDRE -

BERANE  —EEHEFELLES LR
RIER - FIAZTFEERSE/ - HENWER
BENTE  RERS| —LALATHEHE
By At - mERE T EBETE - HEEBER
BEAMEEZSE  RARNERTNEBEMLE -

HPIB2010F4 AFMEHRER - AEAR
TFEEFIRE  RETHESEE - BEN
2 PREYERE 2FMEALEEDMEG
EHNER  BESSEFUENT AL -

TABEN - RAPIL 2 AT E IR - R
HEX e -

BREBE ZFMEEHRN BLEDTE
- BINAEHBEMREFEAE - BEERG
EERE  BPNBEDRAREMN - 2R
o TRESREGSBFN ITEDRE —H5
RETFHESHEE

28 Sowers Action Annual Report 2011-2012
HETE-F Fr_% FFER

Besides its name, the school doesn’t look like a school at all: there is no
playground or sports facilities, just one old crummy ping pong table; with
two small rooms in its “dormitory”, three to four children have to squeeze
into one bed; over 80 students and teachers have to share two toilets; they
have to get water from the well every day as tap water is not available;
classrooms are so shabby and “traps” are everywhere. For sure there is no
heater in the hall so children are almost frozen during the freezing winters.

With everything lacking, children learned how to be grateful for what they
had. They said words of gratitude before meals to thank for the donation.
During the three days we stayed, we never once saw them quarrel or fight
over the only ping pong table. Rather, we saw older children walking hand
in hand with the younger ones, looking after them with great care.

Huadan was the one who shoulder all the financial burden to keep the
school running. Food scarcity led to children’s poor nutrition. Teachers could
only teach for short terms as they were receiving symbolic wages only. After
the observation, we decided to provide assistance to the school so as to
maintain the school’s operation and let children to live and learn better.

Our aid program started in April 2010. Five months later, we revisited the
school and measured the height and weight of the children. We were
surprised that, within half a year’s time, children were putting on a lot of
weight with the food provided by the assistance. They were livelier and
always carried smiling faces, which made us even happier.

It has been years and children are growing up now, some are even promoted
to secondary schools, but young orphans keep coming. Seeing the progress
made by the school, we know we are doing something meaningful. Every
time we revisit the school, we can’t wait to measure the height and weight
for the children!





