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Shuifu Sowers —
A Children’s Home by Sowers

Nanzi, aged five, held the hand of Lanzi, one year younger than
her, and together they ran happily into their house in Yishan.
“Alright! I am not hiding anymore! Not anymore! Papa, mama,
where are you?” they yelled. Early this year, their parents
passed away. Since then, their grandpa became their guardian.
Unfortunately, he was soon hospitalized due to fatigue.
Neighbors in the village took turns to feed the girls who were
living miserable and rotten lives.

You may be wondering “Shouldn’t Sowers Action be rebuilding
schools, providing teachers training and sponsoring students?
Why would there be Children’s Home?”

Sowers Action first came up with the idea of setting up Sowers
Children’s Home after a fire accident in an orphanage run by
the locals in Henan Province in 2013. Due to limited financial
resources, these orphanages were often in poor hygiene and
undesirable fire safety conditions, providing children with
nothing more than basic necessities. The accident killed and
injured many children and such kind of tragedy could be
avoided and should not be repeated. | still remember that in
Sowers Action’s Annual Report 2010, | read “Sowers should
put the limited resources to help the unfortunate, may all
children under the same big sky can have the same big smile.”
After numerous discussions, Sowers Action extended our
service to Children Welfare in 2012, hoping to give homeless
children a stable life first, then an opportunity to receive
education.
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Running a Children’s Home well is not an easy task, if not
daunting. You may wonder how Sowers Action liaised with the
Government and discuss the idea of running the Children’s
Home while we have no previous experience. Do we know how
to design the Children’s Home? Do we know anything about
facility maintenance? Do we know how to recruit and manage
workers? Do we know how to run the canteen? Do we know
how to get food supplies? Do we know how to take care of the
children and bring them to school? Do we know how to find
doctors when the children are sick? Do we know how to teach
them and assist them in their homework? Do we know how to
do counseling and comfort children when necessary? Do we
know how to deal with teenage problem during their puberty?
Do we know how to guide children through and equip them
with what they need when they enter the society in the future? If
we lack so many things and could not possibly achieve the best
result, why don’t we just pull things over and focus on what we
have been doing instead?

At this stage, we are really not able to answer all the questions.
Yes, problems do exist. But what we need are solutions rather
than suggestions. Perhaps when more people are being
appealed to, making more resources available, there will be a
better answer. In 1996, we said, “The characteristic of Sowers
Action is not perfection, but vitality.” If this was right, the Shuifu
Sowers in Shuifu County, Yunan Province was a great start
back in July 2013 for the kids. When it was first established,
there were 38 children in the Children’s Home. With the work
group’s several visits in the mountain area, more than 20 cross-
county kids moved into the Children’s Home in mid-July. We
believe that the remaining 30 vacancies will be filled in no time.
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In the past year, we successfully co-operated with the Ministry
of Education to arrange all children of suitable age to enter pre-
primary, primary and secondary classes. Shuifu Sowers is not
merely a Children’s Home, but also a platform to receive
donations from mainland China directly. We hope to facilitate
more incoming and outgoing of resources, including volunteers
from both mainland China and Hong Kong. Last year, the
volunteers filled the Shuifu Sowers with laughters by having a
barbecue night on Mid-autumn Festival and “Walk For Children”
on Christmas. Three summer camps were also organized
during the summer holidays. Children in residence often went to
the Elderly Home next door to do voluntary works. Following the
practice of last year, a few children over 18 were sent to
Kunming or Guizhou to work this year. The Children’s Home
also arranged children over 16 to volunteer in Zhongshan to
help take care of the children there. We hope to engage
children in work-study programme and bring them closer to the
society through these arrangements. Our another hope was to
develop the Children’s Home into a training base but we know
that we still have a long way to go. Regarding medical aspect,
we sent two children with congenital heart disease to Shanghai
for free operations. The operations were successful and saved
their lives. Another girl with eye disease was sent to Hong Kong
for free check, hoping to save the remaining sight of her one
eye, but the result this time was an unfortunate one.

Based on the experience in the past year, the Shuifu
Government advised us that we could demolish the kitchen and
build an extra Children’s Home accommodating 100 children so
that Shuifu Sowers could benefit the whole Zhaotong City and
areas in front of Western Sichuan. However, owning to limited
resources, we dare not to promise anything despite the
Government’s high hope.

Nanzi and Lanzi were sent to Shuifu Sowers after Lunar New
year and they became good friends with Qiuhua. Qiuhua,
8-year-old, were adopted and abandoned on the street
repeatedly for five times because of her eye disease. Shuifu
Sowers is now the place they call home.
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Convener of Sowers Children’s Home Program
Choi Shiu Ming
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